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KING OF THE NIGGERS

Roland Creech the ExAmerican Cow¬

boy Is Now Cecil Rhodes Right
hand Man and a Power In South
Africa-

BY ALLEN SANGREE

After Cecil Rhodes and Oom Paul
Kruger the most interesting character-
in South Africa is an American cow-

boy
¬

His name is Roland H Creech
Before emigrating to Johannesburg he
lived at Butte Mont ard as a pro ¬

duct of the wild and wooly west he is
a concrete type

Though a resident of South Africa
but five years it is no exaggeration to
say that Cieech is now dividing honors
with the grait English pioneer in the
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H CREECH

matter of developing the lower end of
thr Darl Continent

No prime ministers extract him from
critical positions No newspapers
sound his praises He is not famous
He may not figure in history

But from the Zambesi to the Orange
river over the breadth of Africa he is
known as King of the Niggers and
vhen Cecil Rhodes visits the province
of Mozambique or Eastern Machona
land he stays not with the wealthy
Kn lish merchants or the goVeinment-
of c lals hut in the modest abode of
h Jl and Creech wherever that may
cliarce to be-

Siri Alfred Hilner governor of Cape
Colony and Queen Victorias represen-
tative

¬

in South Africa made an official
tou rr th country last fall The
vTiter w as present in Umtali a small
town if M zambique when his ex
clenc iri 1 suite arrived there

The Jjd of his visit to that remote
pla f M s i meet Mr Rhodes The cx-
prrrtl t t = discovered Pipping brandy
ond tou with the cowboy and he pre
f rnd tu continue that pastime to at-
tending the governors reception

Jlr hodes intense fancy for Cree h-

is attributed to the tatters abruptness-
his utter indifference to all convention-
alities and to his value as a worker
Cretch treats the man who holds the
stinips of half a continent in his
hands with very little more considera
tioi than the blackest of his Basutos

Rhodes likes this reckless independ
tme At the seine time he knows that
this American chap w ill build a rail-
road

l¬

or erect a telegraph line in less
time and with greater skill than any
Englishman he can get

CONTROLLING THE BASUTOS I

Then too Creech seems to be the only
man in a great radius of country who
can get the blacks in hand i

Obtaining blacks to work in the
mines and to develop the country has

J now become a serious question In
ome parts it is impossible to get them I

Creech is the only man so far as the
writer obsrvtd who has no difficulty

to procure them Almost every native
met with in East Africa when asked
fcr whom he was working would
proudly reply Boss Creech

They seem to regard him with awe
because of his marvelous Jluency in
languages In a few years this un
educated cowioy has become so profi-

cient In the Zulu Mashono Matabele I

Basuto Bechuana and other dialects
that he can speak them better than the I

native I have heard him talk to a
t Zulu so rapidly that the blaclocould not

follow
They also like him because he is fair

and generoHS When a boy wishes to I

quit work and go back to his tribe for
tx a few months he generally departs

O-

nric
a J

with a present When the boy returns
he brings with him a dozen friends In
this
cruited

way the force is constantly re ¬

I The Boss also reports to many
I ruses to make the boys work Just
I now he is constructing a telegraph line
I from Umtai to Tete on the Zambesi
Dr Jameson had to give up this job on
account of thp heat

I When the men funk entirely Creech
puts a bottle of brandy about a mile
in advance and announc that the
men who reach that oint first get the

I prize The telegraph line is rapidly
approaching Tete

He also protects his boys and on
several occasions has unmercifully
thrashed white men who abused one of
them This is almost unprecedented-
in South Africa where treatment of
blacks ooth by the English and the

I Beers exceeds in brutality any that
was ever visited on a Georgia negro in
the slave days

It is related of President Kruger
himself that he once treked across
country for two whole days with a
Kafir boy under his wagon hands and
feet tied to either axle-

CREECHS PLUCK
South Africa is being opened up now

frcm the south and the east Bulawayo
the most important town in central
Stuth Africa has jut been connected
with Cape Town Dy a railroad Salis
nary the town of next importance
lying 200 miles further east is to have-
an outlet at Beira East Africa Creech
under Rhodes direction is completing
a railway between these two points

That nart of Africa is said to be the
most deathly district in the world
owing to its Hat sandy nature and the
equatorial heat Few persons can stand
the climate and English pioneers who
have survived the jungles of India and
the snows of British America succumb
here

A few hours suffices for the deadly
fever to do its work The mortality is
awful On October 16 last year the
writer saw ten men carried out of the
Beach hotel at Beira who had gone to
bed the night before seemingly in

eplcndid heath
The soil for 100 miles inland is quick ¬

sand Rough pine boxes which serve
as coffins will not stay down in the
grave but float to the top A black
stands on the box until the hole is filled
with quick lime and sand It is sui ¬

cidal to remain there long but Creech
stands it h

He seems to have a l onstitution im
pervious to disease He is a EUDerb

athlete and lives for the most part in
the open air At night helies down on
the veldt wherever he happens to be
and takes his rest with the horses rein
tied to his boot-

TEMPERATE AND ECCENTRIC-
In contrast to the others he taboos

all stimulants and tobacco This may j

not seem remarkable but considering
the fact that drinking in South Africa
is synonymous with living it is worthy
of note Every Englishman working-
for the British South African Char-
tered company drinks at least one
quart of brandy a day unless he can
not get it

The personality and career of this
man are unique He dislike3 civilisrat on
He hates to wear a collar Yet his
clothes are of the most expensive im
portations lie prefers broadcloth and
generally swims a river or wallows in
the dusty veldt the first day he puts
on a new suit After that it is dis-
carded

¬

It is a pcpular saying that one
half of Creechs niggers wear some of
his clothes-

He seems to have no conception of
the value of money His earnings are
marvelous The bank at Beira stands
ready to cash his check for 40000

200000 As a rule he has no savings-
but his credit iis good

This man Creech is never happy un
less he is broke remarked Jameson to
Rhodes when the former left the tele ¬

graph job But Ill back him for any
amount the latter is said to have an-
swered

¬

because we cant get along
without him

For two months of last year he sup ¬

ported GO stranded Americans and Eng-
lishmen

¬

at Fontes villa many of whom
died and were buried at his expense-
On a native holiday he rode into Beira i

and bought out a jewelry store din
tnbuting the contents to his blacks

His swagger as he rolls along the
street is a constant challenge in acorn I

munity where physical prowess is the
only safe passport but even the bur-
liest

¬

hesitate to dislodge the chip for
Cr ech is first and foremost a fighter
and has worked his way to the top in
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BOSS CRLEX NIGGERZ

¬

¬

r

¬

¬

¬

great measure through his ability to I

takehard knocks

HIS CAREER IN THIS UNITED I

I STATES
Cree h is now 30 years old He be ¬

gan a checkered career by running off
from home to join the navy when 16 I

years of age The deception was ex ¬

posed byuhis family and he had to
leave Nothing daunted he next joined Ia cavalry regiment in the United States
army and before his age was earned-
he

I

had become an expert circus rider
He thVn emigrated to Peru and for

Ia time run a loc motJe at Callao un ¬

til the fever neatly finished him He jlanded at San Francisco with a for ¬

II

I tune consisting of a curious palm hat
with which he bribed a railroad con-
ductor

¬

to carry him to Butte
I

AS A DEPUTY SHERIFF
At that time Butte was agitated over

the depredations of a gang oi horse
I thieves who had created a reign of
terror The sheriff and his posse had
been repulsed and no one volunteered
to make a second attempt-

TheI sheriff finally succeeded in re ¬

cruiting Creech as his deputy Single
handed the young fellow captured three-
of the thieves with 14 horses and broke-
up the gang lie became a terror to
law breakers-

His last act as a deputy was to cap-
ture

¬

the celebrated Indian outlaw
Red Tongue whose crimes are still told-
toI scare little children Creech trailed
him for four days across prairies and

j plains and finally landed him after a
I desperate fight with knives

After this the life became uneventful-
and he decided to try his fortune in
South Africa His companion was
William L Reader a Michigan man
who marred Ms Creech

The story of the courtship is rather
amusing Creech was the chamPion
hammer thrower of Montana He had
never been defeated On a field day
held by the athletic club of the town
the hammer throwing contest narrow ¬

ed down to Creech end the tall
stranger the latter winning by several
feetThe vanquished athlete shook the
others hand warmly and assured him
he bore no hard feelings toward him
and introduced him to Miss Nellie
Creech with the observation Say
little girl this guy is all right Hes
the only man that ever beat me with
the hammer Youd better take him

Creech got a start in South Africa by
leading an expedition into the Murchi
son range a new gold field north of the
Transvaal He discovered some rich
claims and got hold of them for his
company He afterwards went to the
East Coast He walked inland for 200
miles living on the spoils of his rifle
and eventually got in with Cecil
RhodeS

He organized the Packamesi Boys-

a black brigade which is employed in
carrying goods from the end of the
Beira railway to Salisbury These boys
carry great loads in a kind of ham ¬

mock called machilla
They wear horns on their heads and

strings of nuts on their ankles which
rattle when shaken One can hear
them coming through tne swamps a
mile ahead shouting at the top of
their lungs Ninka Mafuto Ita Boss
Creech I fly like a bird for Boss
Creech

Creech is not an educated man but
brilliant in languages and in Yankee
ingenuity Of the 10000 Americans in
South Africa he is probably nearer to
the powers than any of them

FORTUNE TELLING BY DOTS

If you have a ready wit and a glib
tongue your own fortune you rnay not
be able tomake thereby but the for ¬

tunes of others you may prddict and
make a half hours fun for some one

Palmistry and fortunes by cards are
quite in the shade in comparison Given
z few sheets of note paper and a pen ¬

cil any amount and any kind of for ¬

tune can be foretold The person who
would know her fate is told to make
four horizontal rows of pencil dots I

without counting the number in each
The revealer of the fortune counts them
and opposite the rows of even numbers
places two dots and one dot if the row
is odd

The dots then look like this
a a ss-
S

c I

S S S S 0-

a

The fortune teller reads the fate from
the figure at the right hand of seven I

dots There are about 16 possible kinds-
of these figures each has a name The
one above for example is Joy and a
bothotha1 a pleasant change achieve
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Use Hewlett Iras Three Crown
Baking Powder Triple flavoring Ex ¬ I

tra ts and pure ground spices For
sale by all grocers
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Its a satisfaction to the pur-

chaser
¬

none but the honest dur-

able
¬

sorts not at half their worth
but just their actual value you

when you buy
thus Just tour items from A

41 roomful

4 Good full size nicely
finished per suit 507

Silk finished silk I

L stitching down front of shirt and
around neck in natural color
lemon or blue per

1 all wool light weight
o value nicely finished per

suit 150
Weve an extra fine

I o comes in drab or

l green silk finished has silk fac-

ing<v down front of shirt and silk-
S stitching around neck per suit
A 200

i Other kinds at 75c1OO 150
f 200 300 400 600 and

I 800 the

i i
j Maybe you want a nice suit
I
I

business or dress wear Just come
I and take a look at these 1000

3 suits were Some of the>
I

I

had alsov nobbiest things we
< > in black or gray Clay worsteds
Y Theyre all made up in the very lat

cst styles and put together by the
best tailors Then you have the sat

t A isfaction of that any little
x wrong will be made right or money

back if we cant suit you Weve
good suits as low as 500 and as

T high as 2500 and all prices in
Y between

f
I 2 Look to Us to supply your boy

with clothing Well not dis-

appointA you Our reputation is
wrapped up in every garment that

1> leaves this store theres a full 100
r cents worth of satisfaction in every
v dollar you spend here Just as easy-
to to say 150 cents we want-

to+ honest in our statements
p breeds confidence got suits

all prices but one to set the
Jf towna
A Boys Knee Pants Suits all wool
i cheviots brown or gray
f handsome regular double
J breasted 8 to 16 years

PRICE 400

U
a

Baking Powder-
It is strong economical

as as I
IcJae
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A Philadelphia young woman who is in

her fathers cafe suffered from severe form of ¬

caused by meals She grew worse until
everything she ate made her vomit She was afraid to

away from home not what moment she
would be sick She taking Ripans Tabules
last August and now U They have
helped me r have only been sick four times since I

taking them-

A new style pocket rzs ntrxss TABCLES In a paper Cithont no for talo at some

drus stores TOR fIVE CEVTS This low priced sort Int jaded for thcpifcr and the economical One dozen

of the flvecent cartons 133 tabules caabo hod bjr moil by snzains fortyclsbt cents tb thq RlpswCnrrtoil
COUP Y No 10 Sprue Street NeW Yorkor a single carton TEX TABCL S will no cent forfive cents Iniss
IABULBS may also be had of grocers general storekeepers news agents
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t THfRPS A BUSTLE TO THE BUSINfSSI i

wideawake broadguage uptodate shopkeeping thats doing it i-

are right in front rank progressive merchandising That
much youmore to us

i Watching buying interests these days keener if possible than f-

t beforeheres bright June needs select from
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TilE RASH MAN

I Is very much in evidence just now
were fitting out lots of them

I wouldnt be doing it if our goods
I and values were not right for in
starxe start them at 400 for
plain crash suit a fine plaid crash
for 500 plain crash at 600 and
750 and a wool crash for 1000

I all made to wear well and wash
i well
I

SAME VYAYA V VIIH BOYS

They want to be comfortable too
thats why we bought so many of
these wash suits more than halt
have been sold got pretty fair
suit for 50c and 75c but for 125-
or 8150 we can sell you a fine one
good as other stores would charge
you 200 for and then wouldnt
give you your money back if
everything wasnt right cur best
ones come at 200 and 8250
Theyll all come from the wash
whole t-
oor1d

STR llT5

Heres straw hat stock that
any exclusive hat store would be
proud of Weve used some of our
best hat intelligencein gathering-
it for you None but latest styles
and we emphasize the qualities-
and prices Thats what moves
them out at such rapid rate
Here are a few lots at random

FOR BOYS

Sailor hats full shape some
como all white some blue some
brown and white and others blue
and white assorted colored
prices run 15c 25c 50c 75c 8100
and 150

Stiff or roll brim hats white
brown black and white or blue
and white some with black bands
some with fancy bands just the
proper thing for boys of 8 to 16
Prices 25c 5Oc 75c 100 and
150

fOR MH

Stiff or soft brim hats white only
black band 25c

Stiff brim hats white only
black band 50c

the greatest value for one
dollar you ever saw We doubt if
you can equal it anywhere for

I

150 comes white with black
band stiff brim

300
Others at 150 200 250 and j

Try S the new
pure and

just good the very best at half
the price Why not give it a trial
=
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To this shirt selling those who +
have bought tell their friends
where they have bought thats
good advertising and it accounts 1
in a measure for the busy look of
things in the shirt section Thess 4
for todays telling

Fancy soft shirts madras cloth X
cuffs to match made to wear with fwhite collars for 75c J

Fancy soft shirts stripes and iplaids cuffs to match to wear
I with white collars for 5100 t

Some of our swellest fancy shirts < >

Manhattan and Monarch brands Y
light or dark stripes and checks T
cuffs to match for 150

The new Air Cell shirt made tl
by the Manhattan people most
comfortable shirt made handsome j>

patterns to wear with white cuffs x
and collars price 225 4

lONG PUS M I
Were making a record as young

mens clothiers that will be hard-
to ibeat its because were selling-
the young men strictly uptodate
garments jut like their tailors t
would make them nobby patterns 4
perfect fit and only half tile price q
Then we make every little wrong 4
right you know and give your
money back if your sweetheart idoesnt like your suit Heres one
nice enough for anyone to wear
Its all wool gray or brown plaids iround or square cut full French
facings piped with two rows satin
fine Italian cloth lining high art
in every way Price750Ot-
her Isuits at 300 400
500 600 1000 1200 and
1500

llhIFN5 SUITS II-
Last but not least busiest stock t

in this busiest store most of the
time selling lots of wash suits for
the little fellows but these junior
suits are going just the same f
These to tell of today

Childs fancy vestee suits plain
brown brown plaids or gray mix ¬

tures large sailor collar some
braid trimmed others with hand-
some

¬ t
collars in blue or gray Vestee

trimmed to match collars 3 to 7
years for 450i N
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I A TALE OF CATNIP
I Or How Sue Bagged Sig Gamer

Mother had given the Maltese kitten
a sprig of catnip and it was rolling
over and over in its ecstasy of delight
Grandmother looked up from her knit¬

ting and smiled at the creatures an ¬

tics
Queer how cats like catnip she

said And wild cats are just as fond
of it Did I ever tell you about the
tiineI went for a chunk of fire

A chunk1 of fire No and scenting
a story the children gathered eagerly
around thee hair

It was when we were early settlers
in the Western Reserve more than 60
years ago It seems hard to beleive
now but it was a serious undertaking
then to start a fire We had no match-
es

¬

and each family had its tinder box
which was kept on the end of the man ¬

tel shelf and we struck a spark with
flint and steel and a bit of charred lin-
en

¬

when we wanted a fire As you may
suppose we took good care not to let
our fire go out Every night before
father and mother went to bed the
embers in the big kitchen fireplace
were drawn together and covereu with
ashes so as to keep them alive until
morning

Well one sharp October morning
early when we went into the kitchen
to get breakfast and mother raked the
assies behold the fire had gone out
There had been rain in the night and it
had blown down the chimney so that
the ashes were damp

Heres a fine state of things said
mother no lire and Mr Bell borrow-
ed

¬

the tinderbox yesterday to start a
fire in his clearing and didnt bring it
back Jason you must go and ask
Mrs Winn for a chunk of fire and be

i

i s
I

I

I

I

I

I

We saw the panther only a few teet-
bahind us

as quick as you can about it do you
hear-

It was no unusual thing to send for-
a chunk of fire odd as it may seem
now You had to hurry to keep it alive
and so we had the saying to go for a
chunk 0 fire when anyoody was in a
terrible hurry

0 mother let me go too I ex
claImed

Well I dont care but be quick-
So Jason and I we were twins and

always did things together set off for
qur fire The Winns were our nearest
neighbors and best friends The two I

families had come from Virginia and I

taken up land together Our farms
joined and the houseswere less than I

threequarters of a rni < apart up and
down first one hill and then another
The sides of the hills next both houses I

were cleared but all the rest of the
way was thick woods However we
had lived there zox years and had
walked it so often that we never
thought of being afraid there were no
Indians and but few wild beasts and
they were seen onlyat night

We found the farhriy at breakfast-
Mr Winn made eaclj otus eat a piece-
of hot buttered hoecaktvwhile his wife I

filled the tin pail weliad brought with
hickory coals and covered them with
ashes-

I
I

wish you could stay to breakfast
sail she but I know I oughtnt to
keep you Tell your mother my cousin j

tame from Virginia last night and
brought me some catnip and heres
half of it for her to make some catnip
tea for the sake of old times

Has your father herd anything of
a panther about a led Mr Winn

Lawson said one had been prowling
around his sheep pen lately

Both of us prickCdjuP our ears at I

that No we t
Now Mr Winn dont you scare I

those children Run along home dears
and come back when you can stay lon¬

gerWe set off not without some misgiv-
ings

¬

and walked fast We were in the
middle of the woods half way home
when we heard the faroff cry of a
wildcat We had heard it before and
knew it at once There was hope how-
ever

¬

that the animal did not know of I

our presence in the woods We hurried-
on and had nearly reached our clear ¬

ing when we heard the cry fearfully
near this time We fairly flew and
were at our fence when looking bJ ck
we saw the panther only a few feet
behind us Yes he was chasing us
were we to be lkilled so near home and
safety Neither of us could scream
fright always took away my voice and
Jason was the same way All of a sud-
den

¬

I remembered how crazy cats are
about catnip I reckon God put it into
my headand I flung the bunch square

at the beast It hit blip plump in the
face and he stopped with a snarl We
didnt wait to see what he did next but
Just jumped over that fence and tore
home Mother was so astonished when-
we tumbled over each other into the
kitchen door

Why children she said I didnt
want you should kill yourselves hurry-
ing

¬

The painter the painter we
gasped and somehow between us we
told the story Mother turned pale

Run for your father Jason He is
plowing in the south lot What are you
doing Sue for Susan my 16yearold
sister was taking down fathers
doublebarreled shotgun from the deer
horns over the door

Going to have a shot atthat pan ¬

ther said Sue

a k

Youd better not run any risks
I wont she answered starting off

as she slipped the shot pouch and pow-
der

¬

flask over her head-
I trotted along after her for Sue was

a firstrate shot and had killed more
than one deer and I felt very sure that
our panther was as good as dead al ¬

ready if she once got fair aim at him
Sure enough when we got to the

fence there the beast was rolling over I

and over for all the world like that
kitten was doing just now He made a
splendid mark as he lay on his back I

paws up and breast exposed She let I

him have both barrels and shot him
right through the heart He gave one
screech a few kicks and then lay still
as dead as Hector

Father heard the shots and came
running in from the field to see what
was the matter I

Hurrah daughter he said youve
done a good days work Those ears
are worth 5 at the court house and
the pelt is worth money too if you
want to sell it but I reckon you wont

Father said Jason oughtnt
Liza and me to have part of the

money We toled the painter here
Then we all laughed I

MRS MOSES P HANDY
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SHE LET HIM HAVE TWO BARRELS

ment and honor are promised d with as I

many detailed variations as the clever ¬

ness of the fortune teller may suggest I

The figures denote gala loss joy
sorrow great luck little luck the
maiden the youth red white the
dragons head the dragons tail I

Let the skillful fortune teller with
this for a hint work out her own plan tI

If white is denoted predict plenty of
silver good fortune and a happy mar-
rIage

¬

If red bad fortune fire death-
in a foreign land If the dragons tail
a bad sign If the dragons head a
good sign though what is wished for I

will meet many obstacles

J C3

VIRGINIAS PALHLEAF FAN

Im so warm I fell just xactly as if
I shoid melt-

Virginias round shiny little face was
dubious Tiny beads of perspiration
strajrrrled across the bridge of her nose
She had a big palmleaf fan waving it
violently back and forth-

If you didnt fan so much you would-
be cooler Aunt Myra said

Why Auntie Myra Pratt Why thats
what Im fanning for

Virginias eyes opened very wide Aunt
Myra laughed down into the astonished
little face I dont belIeve much in fans
myself she said unless somebody else
does the fanning as the coolie does in
China You see chiluie iho violent exer-
cise

¬

of keeping the fan going makes you
warmer than the air you set in motion
makes you cool Or maybe its about
half a dozen of ore and six of the other

Then I wish I had a coolie sames they
do In China Whats a coolie auntie

One of the black men dearthe serv-
ants

¬

th = t do the work We should al ¬

most c = l them slaves In our land The
fanman sits all day long working the
great fans that wave thisaway and thatuway n the tops of the rooms to keep
the flies away and the air moving
Shouldnt you think he would be warm

O my yesm I should Virginias
face looked pitying Woe was thinking
how dreadful it must be to have to fan
other folks all day long I spose thats
why hes named a coole cause he cools
folks she said thoughtfully a minute
later Its a very proprite name

Auntie smiled absently She was hop
Ing the baby wasnt going to wake up I

yet The flies and the heat were bother ¬

ing tho poor little felowf s dllrI Vir-
ginia

¬

looked at the baby too-

I know wnat youre wishing Aunt
Myra she said quickly youre wish-
ing

¬

the a coolie man to keepfnagcI him cool got onesee
She carried her chair across to the

cradle and perched on It with the big
I palmleaf fan And for 30 patient mlrj

r uteslhe baby slept and Virginia pitied Ithe cooles in faroft China
ANNIE HAMILTON DONNELL


